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hospitality of the town, bearing some milk which an ancient
dame had been persuaded to draw from a ghastly cow into
our own vessel.
Notwithstanding their exclusiveness, the Metawileh follow
the doctrine of taqfyah, or "guarding oneself/7 held by all
Shi'ahs. This is defined in the "Dictionary of Islam" as "a
pious fraud by which the Shl'ah Moslem believes he is
justified in either smoothing down or in denying the pe-
culiarities of his religious belief, in order to save himself
from religious persecution." A Shi'ah can, therefore, pass
himself of! as a Sunni to escape persecution. Such conform-
ity, or "bowing in the house of Rimmon," is illustrated at
public funerals, where the talqfn, or address to the de-
ceased, is given in conformity to Sunni usage, though in
private funerals the Metawileh omit it at the grave, having
breathed it into the ears of the dying man. The secret re-
ligions of Syria, all of which are offshoots from the Shi'ahs,
exhibit some startling corollaries to this doctrine.
Though the cults of the Druses, the Nuseirfyeh, and the
Isma'iltyeh represent the lasting effects of schismatic move-
ments in Islam, already sketched/ their present votaries do
not hesitate to call themselves Moslems when it is for their
safety or convenience so to do. Sheltered in their Lebanon
villages, or segregated in the highlands of the Hauran, the
Druses openly avow their independence as a sect. But in-
dividual Druses, settled in Moslem cities, conform to many
of the practices of Islam. This they may do with a quiet
conscience, following the development of the doctrine of
taqlyah taught by their religion. They are explicitly told
that in private they may curse Mohammed as " bastard, ape,
and devil/' while in public they may call him the prophet
of God! A similar tendency is found among the Nuseirf-
yeh and the Isma'iliyeh. A young emigrant with whom I
chatted on a West-bound steamer solemnly maintained that
he was a Moslem until my friendly cross-questioning con-
vinced him that I had guessed him to belong to the Nusei-
rfyeh. He then quite frankly acknowledged his faith,
1 See p. 17,

